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Si
mple Rules       (1.0)

• Reaffirm trust.

• Be transparent

• Fail forward

• Create vitality, have fun, become the place to 
be.
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Time for a Round 
Table Check in

2-3 minutes what you 
have been doing



Cowichan Airshed Strategy Update Keith Lawrence



A multi-phased program to take airshed protection action
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Emissions 
Inventory

Air Quality 
Study

Airshed 
Protection 
Strategy

Roundtable 
formation

Strategy 
Update

2023, Strategy update as 
directed by the 
corporate strategic plan. 
Approved

2014, Emissions 
Inventory to understand 
key sources. Approved

Built upon the 2012 
community GHG 
emissions inventory

2015 Air Quality Study 
to understand air 
contaminant levels 
relative to air quality 
objectives  Approved 

2016, Cowichan 
Region Airshed 
Protection Strategy 
Approved

2018, Airshed 
Protection Roundtable 
to support 
implementation of the 
Strategy. Approved



What is the air quality problem in the Cowichan?
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What is the air quality problem in the Cowichan?
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What do the climate projections tell us?



Vision
Working together for clean 

air to support our health, 

our environment and our 

communities

Goals 

1. Protecting Human Health 

→ Reducing PM2.5 from 

open burning and wood 

burning appliances  

2. Building Strong and 

Collaborative 

Partnerships



Partnership 
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Some highlights of prior actions

• Including Saltair in the Backyard Burning Bylaw

• Open Burning Emissions Reduction Study – In progress

• Developing a Burning Bylaw Matrix

• Establishing the Neighbourhood PM2.5 Sensor Network
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• The CVRD and partners have been voted Clean Air Champion 

for 2017 by the BC Lung Association
#1



Airshed 

Communications 

& Engagement 

Roadmap 
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• Collaboration through the Airshed 
Protection Roundtable

• Develop Work Plans

• Periodic Reporting and 
Monitoring

• Develop linkages to climate 
change, transportation, wildfire 
and solid waste planning
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Rebates – Wood Smoke Reduction Program 
Total rebates to date: 1,242

2009-2017: all wood-to-wood

2017: wood-to-wood, gas, pellet or heat 

pump

2018/2019: wood-to-gas increase – 

climate concern. Rebate $ used up 

before year end  

2020: most wood-to-heat pumps in one 

year (14); discontinued gas rebate 

2021-2022: decrease in interest – 

COVID? 

2023: amount of rebates more than 

doubled from 2022 (16 of those being issued in 

November)
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2024 Rebate Amounts

Smoke Reduction 

Incentives 

2022 2023 & 

2024

ENV 

Portion

CVRD Retailer

Wood to 2020-EPA certified 

stove

$350 $550 $500 $0 $50

Wood to Pellet Stove  $800 $1,050 $1,000 $0 $50

Wood to Heat Pump $2,000 $2,350 $1,550 $650 $150

Bounty Program 

Turn in an non-EPA stove for 

a reward!

NA $300 $300 - -

Bounty Program! 

Residents can keep 

woodstove for 

emergency use 
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Rebate Interest Over the Year 
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THANK YOU
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Break



Air Quality Summary
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy-

Nick Davies



Community Health Update 
Angela Eykelbosh- Environmental Public Health



Donna Jouan-Tapp Island Health



Communications and Community Education
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Postcards







175 Ingram Street  Duncan, BC V9L 1N8  Phone: 250 746 2500



175 Ingram Street  Duncan, BC V9L 1N8  Phone: 250 746 2500





• https://www.facebook.com/mycvrd/videos/backyard-burning-and-
venting-index/187009066052759/

Facebook Video- What is the Venting Index?

https://www.facebook.com/mycvrd/videos/backyard-burning-and-venting-index/187009066052759/
https://www.facebook.com/mycvrd/videos/backyard-burning-and-venting-index/187009066052759/


Healthier Home Heating Video

• 476 views

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOxtX9g6hZc&list=PL0osiz6D4yh
gvNWedk9oxTCQ87g7i5jPH&index=11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOxtX9g6hZc&list=PL0osiz6D4yhgvNWedk9oxTCQ87g7i5jPH&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOxtX9g6hZc&list=PL0osiz6D4yhgvNWedk9oxTCQ87g7i5jPH&index=11






The End
To Be Continued…… 

See You  Next Time
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