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MEMORANDUM 

TO: ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION 

FROM: JAMES VAN HEMERT, CONSULTING TOWN PLANNER 

SUBJECT: CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE 200 YEAR FLOODPLAIN 

DATE: 2/21/2022 

 

The current 200 year floodplain mapping was established in 1984. The Ministry of Environment believed 

the Flood Control Level (FCL) of 167.53 metres established was too high as no recorded flood event has 

ever reached this height.  

The CVRD engaged Northwest Hydraulic Consultants in 2019 to undertake a risk assessment of flood 

hazards within various locals within the region, which included Lake Cowichan.  

Two selected excerpts of the report are included in this brief memorandum: previous studies, and a 

quantified assessment of people and social impacts.  

The report concludes that a change in the flood plain mapping for Lake Cowichan is not needed at this 

time, based on the risk assessment, that the flood elevation and FCL was correct at this time (based on 

climate change and wind mechanics). So it was previously overestimated and now actually correct. 

The NHC report may be accessed online: 20190508 3003765 CVRD Risk Assessment Final - R1.pdf 

 

 

file://///tlcdc01/DLC/Planning/Climate%20adaptation/20190508%203003765%20CVRD%20Risk%20Assessment%20Final%20-%20R1.pdf
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